Appl. No. 10/815,334 

Response to Office Action of February 23, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A clamp to support a multi-part 
cable , the multi-part cable having at least a transmission portion and a 
coextensive support portion, the clamp comprising: 

a housing defining an open interior volume and a first recess for 
receiving at least a first portion of a -the transmission portion of a -the multi-part 
cable-and -, the housing having a first gripping surface for engaging at least a 
first portion of a-the coextensive support portion of a-the multi-part cable; 

a slide receivable in the housing and being shiftable between a first 
position in which the slide is separate from the housing and a second position in 
which the slide is received in the housing and cooperates with the housing to 
create a clamping force therebetween; 

a shim being generally disposable in the housing between the 
housing and the slide, the shim defining a second recess for receiving at least a 
second portion of a- the transmission portion of a- the multi-part cable-af ^, the 
shim having a second gripping surface for engaging at least a second portion of 
a-the coextensive support portion of a-the multi-part cable; 

the clamping force for causing the first gripping surface to grip the 
first portion of the coextensive support portion of the multi-part cable, the 
clamping force for causing the a ft4-second gripping surfaces to grip at le ast a the 
second portion of a -the coextensive support portion of a -the multi-part cable; 

the first and second recesses cooperating to provide relief such that 
the clamping force does not exceed a predetermined amount for the first portion 
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of the transmission portion of the multi-part cable and the second at l east a 
portion of at l e ast a the transmission portion of a-the multi-part cable; and 

a hanger attached to ei th e r at least one of the housing o ^and the 
slide to support the clamp. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
1, wherein the first and second recesses cooperate to provide substantially 
complete relief from the clamping force for the first portion of the transmission 
portion of the multi-part cable and for the second at l east a portion of a-the 
transmission portion of a-the multi-part cable reco i vod in tho hous i ng . 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
1 , wherein at least one of the first and second gripping surfaces comprises an 
abrasive surface to e nhanc e gr i pp i ng of at lo ast a portion of a co o xt o noiv o 
support portion of a mu l t i part cab l e . 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
31, wherein both the first and second gripping surfaces comprise an abrasive 
surface to enhanc e gripping of at l east a port i on of a coext e ns i v e support 
portion of a mu l ti part cabl o. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
1 , wherein the first and second gripping surfaces is for griping at l east a the first 
portion of a -the coextensive portion of a -the multi-part cable at a first location 
generally adjacent to a -the transmission portion the multi-part cable and the 
second gripping surface is for griping the second portion of the coextensive 
portion of the multi-part cable at a second location generally adjacent to the 
transmission portion the multi-part cable . 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
1 , wherein the first and s e cond gripping surfaces is for griping at le ast a the first 
portion of a -the coextensive support portion of a -the multi-part cable at a 
location immediately adjacent to a-the transmission portion the multi-part cable. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
3, wherein the abrasive surface comprises an intentionally roughened portion-ef 
at le ast a portion of at l east one of th o first and s e cond gr i pping surfac e s . 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
7, wherein the intentionally roughened portion is cr e ated by subj e cting at l oast 
one — ef — the — ftfst — ana" — s e cond — gr i pp i ng — surfac e s — t eincludes a 
sandb l ast i ng sandblasted portion . 

Claim 9 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 3, wherein the 
abrasive surface includes at least projection. 

Claim 10 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 9, 
wherein the at least one projection comprises a plurality of projections. 

Claim 1 1 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 9, 
wherein the at least one projection comprises an elongated configuration. 

Claim 12 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 11, 
wherein the at least one projection is elongated in a direction transverse to a 
longitudinal axis of the housing. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
12, wherein the at least one projection is form e d by stamp i ng th e housing w i th a 
stame includes a stamped portion having a U-shaped configuration. 
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Claim 14 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 12, 
wherein the at least one projection comprises a generally D-shaped 
configuration. 

Claim 15 (cancelled). 

Claim 16 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 9, 
wherein the at least on projection comprises a generally circular configuration. 

Claim 17 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 9, 
wherein the housing includes a pair of side walls and a center base, the center 
base including the first recess. 

Claim 18 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 17, 
wherein the center base includes the at least one projection. 

Claim 19 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 18, 
wherein the at least one projection comprises at least one punched perforation 
extending into the interior volume of the housing, wherein the extending portion 
of the at least one perforation is flattened such that the first gripping surface has 
no sharp edges. 

Claim 20 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 10, 
wherein the plurality of projections are disposed in two longitudinal rows, with a 
first longitudinal row disposed between the first recess and a first side wall of 
the housing and a second longitudinal row disposed between the first recess 
and a second side wall of the housing. 

Claim 21 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 20, 
wherein the first recess is free of projections. 
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Claim 22 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 9, 
wherein the shim includes the at least one projection. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): A clamp in accordance with Claim 
22, wherein the at least one projection comprises at least one punched 
perforation extending from a surface of the shim, wherein the-an extending 
portion of the at least one perforation is flattened such that the second gripping 
surface has no sharp edges. 

Claim 24 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 10, 
wherein the shim includes a first side edge and a second side edge, the plurality 
of projections being disposed in two longitudinal rows, with a first longitudinal 
row disposed between the second recess and the first side edge and a second 
longitudinal row disposed between the second recess and the second side 
edge. 

Claim 25 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 24, 
wherein the second recess is free of projections. 

Claim 26 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 1 , 
wherein the shim includes a pair of side edges and a pair of end portions, the 
end portions extending beyond the side edges. 

Claim 27 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 26, 
wherein the end portions are in the form of extensions with rounded corners. 

Claim 28 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 1 , 
wherein the hanger comprises a wire loop extending from the clamp for 
engagement with a support structure. 
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Claim 29 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 1 , 
wherein at least a portion of the hanger is insulated. 

Claim 30 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 1 , 
wherein the slide includes a third recess. 

Claim 31 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 30, 
wherein the shim includes a first surface and a second surface opposite the first 
surface, the first surface defining the second recess and the second surface 
defining a bulged surface opposite the second recess, wherein the third recess 
receives the bulged surface. 

Claim 32 (original): A clamp in accordance with Claim 1 , 
wherein the housing includes a first tapered portion, the slide includes a second 
tapered portion being generally complementary to the first tapered portion, and 
the first and second tapered portions cam against one another as the slide is 
shifted from the first position to the second position to generate the clamping 
force. 

Claims 33 to 50 (cancelled). 

Claim 51 (new): A clamp for supporting a cable, the cable having 
a signal-carrying portion and a non-signal-carrying portion, the clamp 
comprising: 

a tapered housing having a first abrasive gripping surface capable 
of engaging the cable, the tapered housing defining a first longitudinal groove 
capable of receiving the cable; 

a tapered slide engageable with the housing for pressing the cable 
against the first abrasive gripping surface; 
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a shim disposed between the housing and the tapered slide having 
a second abrasive gripping surface capable of engaging the cable and defining 
a second longitudinal groove capable of receiving the cable; and 

a hanger portion to mount and support the clamp; 

wherein the housing and the shim move relative to one another for 
holding the cable within the first longitudinal groove and the second longitudinal 
groove by compressive force, and wherein the size of the first longitudinal 
groove and second longitudinal groove are selected according to the size of the 
cable such that the compressive force to be exerted on the signal-carrying 
portion of the cable does not adversely affect the signal-carrying capability of 
the signal-carrying portion of the cable. 

Claim 52 (new): A clamp for supporting a cable, the cable having 
a signal-carrying portion and a non-signal-carrying portion, the clamp 
comprising: 

a tapered housing having a first gripping surface capable of 
engaging the cable, the tapered housing defining a first longitudinal groove 
capable of receiving the cable; 

a tapered slide engageable with the housing for pressing the cable 
against the first gripping surface; 

a shim disposed between the housing and the tapered slide having 
a second gripping surface capable of engaging the cable and defining a second 
longitudinal groove capable of receiving the cable, wherein the shim includes a 
pair of side edges and a pair of end portions, the end portions extending beyond 
the side edges; and 

a hanger portion to mount and support the clamp; 
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wherein the housing and the shim move relative to one another for 
holding the cable within the first longitudinal groove and the second longitudinal 
groove by compressive force, and wherein the size of the first longitudinal 
groove and second longitudinal groove are selected according to the size of the 
cable such that the compressive force to be exerted on the signal-carrying 
portion of the cable does not adversely affect the signal-carrying capability of 
the signal-carrying portion of the cable. 

Claim 53 (new): A clamp for supporting a cable, the cable having 
a signal-carrying portion and a non-signal-carrying portion, the clamp 
comprising: 

a tapered housing having a first gripping surface capable of 
engaging the cable, the tapered housing defining a first longitudinal groove 
capable of receiving the cable; 

a tapered slide engageable with the housing for pressing the cable 
against the first gripping surface; 

a shim disposed between the housing and the tapered slide having 
a second gripping surface capable of engaging the cable and defining a second 
longitudinal groove capable of receiving the cable; and 

a hanger portion to mount and support the clamp, the hanger portion 
including a wire loop extending from the clamp for engagement with a support 
structure, wherein the wire loop extends from the tapered slide; 

wherein the housing and the shim move relative to one another for 
holding the cable within the first longitudinal groove and the second longitudinal groove 
by compressive force, and wherein the size of the first longitudinal groove and second 
longitudinal groove are selected according to the size of the cable such that the 
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compressive force to be exerted on the signal-carrying portion of the cable does not 
adversely affect the signal-carrying capability of the signal-carrying portion of the 
cable. 



